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| Reverend, and dear Brethren; 


LES INCE we are under. as 
: > higheſt Obligation, as Mi- 


nniſters and Stewards of 
mm Chr, faithfully to diſ- 


ha charge in our owls Perſons, and to 


labour with our utmoſt diligence, that 
all others may ſo diſcharge the Du- 
ties of the Chriſtian Religion, as 
well ſuch as concern the Faub mm 
delivered to the Saints, as thoſe which 
more immediately relate to Practice; 

I ſhall deſire leave under both theſe | 
Pe to lay before you, with all 
> Brevity and plainneſs T am able, 
8 few e which ſeem, at this 


time more e „ to o call for you 
Frioss Attentien. ä 


A „ ; 1 To 


ey 


rs begin with Faith, the Foun- 3 
dation of all other Chriſtian Duties. 
Vou cannot be ignorant, what At- 
tempts have lately been made, and 
are ſtill daily farther advancing, 10 4 
deſtroy ſome of the principal Do- 
Ctrines, not of ours only, but, of 
the Catholick Church in all Ages; 
and, I wiſh, I could not ſay, to wea-| 
ken and adenine: all the reſt: Tbeſe 
ws thing s have not been done in a Corner. 
„ ee Induſtry hath been uſed, and 
1 they with too 8 Succeſs, to re- 
vive the Arian and Swen ian He- 
reſies; and with the Profeſſors there- 
of to unite almoſt all other Sects offf 
Chriſtians, however they may differ 
from one another as to Opinion, in 
the fame viſible Commiuunion. Sof 
. that, inſtead of rejecting thoſe, 8 1 
| deprave the Chriſtian : Faith, as St. 
Paul commands; or, in obedience roY 
St. John, of refuſing even to receive 
them into our Houſes, or to bid wheel 
God me: ſhould this. Deſi ign pre 
1 41 © Val 
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vail, we muſt pray with them, and 
partake vith them of the Lord's Ta- 


parts of religious Worſhip; and thoſe 


to alone will. be reputed Schiſmaticks, 
who ſeparate themſelves from the 


Communion of Hereticks. = 


Scheme. of general Comprehenſion , 


1 and in that ſenſe condemns 


ſides this of acting directly againſt the 
Dictates of Conſcience, under which 


| Mabones, or any other, tho ever ſo 
7 


ble, and aſſociate together in all other 


Some have ſo far proceeded in this 5 


or rather Confuſion, as to aſſert, that 
all ſorts of Error, except thoſe, which 
immediately relate to Practice, are in- 
nocent and unblameable. With theſe 
Men one may perhaps deſerve the 
we .of an Heretick, who outward- 


y profeſſeth ſomething he inwardly 
1 but in any other caſe, be- 
*tis on all hands ond to be a Fault 
1 0 defend the Truth itſelf, they 


plainiy intimate, that there is no harm 
in maintaining even the Doctrine of 


121 | oppolite 
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oppoſite to the Chriſtian Revelation: 


We muſt not therefore wonder to 
hear it affirm'd, that in order to be 


juſtify d before God, there is nd need 
of any thing more, than to act a- 
greeably to our preſent inwärd Per- 


ſuaſion, or in other terms, with Sin- 


cerity; or, that equal Degrees of this 
Quality will in all caſes (for 1 find 
no Except 
equal egrees of divine 
Whence it follows, 


F avour : 


or heſitation, might deſerve an equal 


for him. * 
We have been decuftoand, and this 


ciples both of Natural and Reveabd 


Religion, to think it the Duty of 
'Chtiſtian Princes to mamiain Cots 1 


tue Religion and Virtue ; and the 


ion made) entitle Men to 


that they who 
denied, or even crucified! otir Saviour, 


; provided they did it without remorſe 
Reward with ; thole, who are Maigyrs 
agrecably ro the judgment of all other 


Churches, and the moſt evident Prin- 


ST: our Mother, bak _ -4 


"T's 


in . e Office to pray, 
I that 41 Awboxity under them 
Y may. « do 55 7 8 Nov, if by God s. 
nue Religion nothing be meant, but 
char moral. Fireve, from which it is 
_F plainly 5 diſtinguiſh ip this place, 

ben our new Maſters may Alf per- 

| haps alloy. Fog. Magiſtrate to execute 
this part of his Office ; bur, if God's 
true een ſigviſes that, which ir 
always hath. fi ignified among Chriſt 
ans, the Worlhi Po of One 5 God, 
2s oppov'd to that pf Idols ang falſe 
Gods, or the Way of Worſhip pre- 
ſerib 2 in the Holy Scripture, in op- 
F Hur fon £0 Heatheviſh, and other Su- 
* perſti 1 or, if Gods true Reli. 


ou ie 0 imply the Be- 
25 


heee Perſons in One God- 
r head, of the Incarnation, Suffetings, 
And Satisfaction of Chriſi, of the Re- 
( 1 of . the Body, or of a 
18558 r Mane eyer ſo. lady 3 
| by God; then it is openly declared, 
| Har fs for Cha 18 7 Magiſtrates ta dif- 7 
YA! Ka 5 F Forrage 
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coutage faſſe Religion; eren in the 
leaſt degree, or to favour and encou- 
rage that which is true, is to do ſome- 
thing highly inconſiſtent both with 
the Nature and Ends of their own Au- 
thority, and iel the Kingdom off 
Cbriſt. 171 | 


-2 of his way POR ſtrange Doctrine 


in a Chriſtian Country: but, ſince 
the Faith was maintain d for ſeveral: 
| Ages without the Favour or Prote- 
ction of the CiviÞ Magiſtrate, they, 
who advance theſe and the like novel 
Opinions, may perhaps be a 
more excuſable, if they endeav out to | 
recompenſe for the lels ef theſet tem- 
poral Advantages by their hearty Con- 
cern and juſt; Zeal" for that Spiritual 
Power, which our Lord hath left in 
his Church. But, inſtead of this; 


theſe Men deſeribe the Church, $4 


ther as a Number of Perſons diſunited = 
from, and; independent on one ano- 
ther, than as an orderly Society un- 
* on Goyernours of divine, or 


neceſſary. 


(s) 


neceſſary Appointment; and thus root 
up, as far as in them lieth, the very 
Foundation of all Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority at once. It might eaſily be 
ſhewn, how by the Schemes lately 
publiſhed every Branch of this Au- 
chority hath been very much wea- 


ken'd, and impair'd'; or, rather, to- 
tally ſubverted and deſtroyed: bat 1 


ſhall confine myſelf to the Subject, 


of which J have been chiefly ſpe _— 


ing, vis. the Chriſtian Faith; 


things relating to which, it Fel 8 
been thought, not only highly in- 


convenient, but abſurd and impracti- 


cable, for the Church to have any 


ſort af Authority whatſoever.” Our 
own Church, indeed, in her twenti- 


eth Article batts expreſſly declared, 


that zhe Church hath Authority in un- 
trouerſies of Faith: and therefore ſome 
of them, who do not approve this 
Paſſage, have taken great pains to 
perſuade the World, that it was not 
originally i in the Article, but inſerted 
there 


( 10 ) 

there by ſome, who affected more 
Power, than of right belonged to 
x them : but this Attempt not ſucceed- 
ing according to their Deſires, the 
reſt always ſpeak of it with ſuch Re- 
1 ſervations and Evaſions, as plainly 
ſhew they heartily wiſh it were quite 
expung' d. One of the chief Cauſes 
ol their Complaint, is the obliging 
Men to declare their Aﬀent to Hu- 
man Deciſions, as they are call'd; 
| that is, to Articles of Faith, or "he 
| Erine, which, however clearly de- 
duced from the Holy Scriptures, are not 
found there in expreſs Words. For, 
= when unlearued and unſtable Men, to 
aufe the Words of Se. Peter,. wreſted 
7 the Scriptures to their own Deſtruction, 
it was always cuſtomary, even from 
the moſt Primitive Ages, for the 
Church, in order to prevent the 
- ſpreading of ſuch Infections, to re- 
quire her Members, eſpecially ſuch of 
them as had been diſtinguiſh'd by any 
publick Character, to make an * 

| an 


r 
. I 


— 
— 


„ 


1 
and ſolemn Confeſſion of their Faith; 
not in the very Words of Holy Scrip- 
cure, which had been perverted and 
miſunderſtood, becauſe that would 


intended; but in others more fully, 


the true Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord, 


donius, others were added by the * 
neral Council of Conſtantinople, 


the no farther Change was made in 


have been ineffectual to the purpole 


and diſtinctly ſetting forth the true | 
Senſe and Interpretation of thoſe 
Words. With this view it was, that 
the Fathers of Nice inſerted into their 
Creed thoſe Clauſes, which declare 


againſt Arms; that not long after, 
in oppoſition to the Hereſy of Mace- 


aſſert the Divinity of the Holy Spi. 
rit; and that in the next Century, 


the Creed, other Declarations of the 
true Faith, concerning the Incarna- 
tion of Chriſt, and the perſonal Union 
of his two Natures, were compoſed 
by general Synods aſſembled at Epbe- 
3 Chalcedon; when the two op- 

. 1 polite 
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612) 
poſite Hereſies of VNeſtorius and Eu- 
zyches firſt ſhew'd themſelves in the 
World. In theſe later Times, in- 
deed, this Authority hath been very il 

ö much abuſed: inſtead of Articles of 
[ | Faith, Men have been compelled to 4 
AGeclate their Afent, not only to diſ- 
1 putable Opinions, but to ſuch, as are 
1 evidently contrary, as well to the 
Principles of natural Reaſon, as to the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Doctrine off 
the beſt Ages; and thoſe worthy Men, 
whom God endued with Power from 
on high, to withſtand theſe unjuſt Im- 
politions, have been expoſed to as 
many and great Tryals, as even the 
fuſt Chriſtians endured in the Heathen 
| Perſecutions. Theſe Practices, toge- 
| ther with the Principles from which 
| they proceed, can hardly be too much 
| deteſted. But ſhall we then, inſtead 
| of reforming theſe or the like Abules, 
E quite diſcard that ſacred Authority 
which hath been abuſed? If this be 
always held for a certain Conſe-| 
quence, Þ 


— 7 
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quence, that nothing muſt be retain'd, 
which hath been perverted to any 
evil purpoſe ; what Inſtitution is there 
in the World, how ſacred foever, or 
_ neceſſary to the Welfare of Mankind, 
which muſt not immediately be abo- 
liſh'd 2 Parents muſt loſe their Au- 
| thority over their Children; Maſters 
over their Families; Pores over their 
Subjects; and all aches Rights, whe- 
ther divine or human, muſt be ut- 
terly extinguiſh'd. The fatal Mi- 
ſtakes of the Church of Rome, may 
ſoon convince every conſiderate Man, 
| how dangerous it is to im poſe on hers | 
the Inventions of any Perſon whatſo- 
ever for the Precepts of God. *Tis 
far therefore from my deſire to have 
the Church, by ſuch Methods as 
theſe, e Skin more narrow 
bounds, than our Lord himſelf hath 
confin'd it; into whoſe boſom, I ra- 


ther wiſh, 1 he is no G who 


doth not heartily wiſh, that, if it 
Were poſible, all the Kingdoms of 
TACO the 


(WT 
the Earth might be admitted ; that, 
as in Adam all died; fo in Chriſt all 
might be made alive. And ſome where 
or other there muſt needs be a very 
great fault, when any one of the mean- 


eſt Believers is excluded from Com- 


munion, who deſires to embrace it on 
the Terms which God hath preſcrib'd; 
bur ſhould it once be allow'd, that 
whoever ſhall confeſs the Holy Scrip- 
tures, J do not ſay to be divinely in- 
ſpir'd, which Mens not to be inſiſted 
on, and hath ſometimes been openly 
denied, but only to be true; whereby, 
perhaps, nothing more is often meant 
than may juſtly be affirm'd of other 
hiſtorical and moral Books, in which 
there is a Mixture of human Frailry 
and Miſtake ; If, I fay, it be allow'd, 
that whoever in this, or any other 
the like Senſe, ſhall own the Scriptures to 
be true, whilſt at the ſame time he ma- 
nifeſtly perverts ſome of the moſt im- 
portant Truths therein reveal'd, muſt 
er be made capable, not only of 


any 


OW 
any Office or Imployment in the State, 
of which I am not ſpeaking, but of 
Communion, and of any other Pri- 
vilege, in the Church ; which is the 
thing aim'd at; then may Arians, 
Hociniaus, with other Sectaries, En- 
thuſiaſts and Hereticks of all Deno- 
minations, be promoted even to the 

= very chief Places of Eccleſiaſtical Au- 

W thority and Truſt. In other Societies 
no Man is admitted to any publick 
 Imployment, till he hath firſt engaged 

S himſelf by ſolemn Oaths to diſcharge 

it with due Care and Fidelity: How 
hard then is the Fate of the Church, 

if thoſe are to be her Guides and 

Rulers, who, for any Proof or Aſſut- 

ance given to the contrary, may be 

her moſt inveterate Enemies, and diſ- 
believe almoſt every Article of that 
holy Faith, whereon ſhe is founded? 

I ſhould be heartily ſorry to have miſ- 

repreſented any Man in the World; 

but, as far as I am able to judge, this 
is the plain Deſign, the natural and 

7 .-, _ 3 
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direct Tendency, of that happy and 
glorious State of Liberty, as it is falſely 
called, or rather, as indeed it is, of 
that Fee Diſorder, which Halte 
of late have with ſo cache: earneſtneſs 
laboured to introduce among us. 
_ Theſe, however, are only the vain 
Wiſhes 5 ſuch as are not ſatisfied with 
that excellent and primitive Conſtitu- 
tion, which the pious Care of our 

Forefathers, through the peculiar Bleſ- 
ſing of divine Providence, hath left 

us: this being, under God $ Protecti- i 

on, our Security, that no Man is, or 
can be, ordain'd even to the loweſt 

ee Office, or allow'd to ſerve 
any ſpiritual Cure, who hath not firſt 
ſolemnly declared his unfeigned Aﬀent, 
and firm Adherence, both to the Do- 
Ctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of 
England, as now by Law happily eſta- 
Vliſted. "Theſe are the Landmarks, 
over which *tis not poſſible for any 
Man to paſs without manifeſt Self- 
contradiction, who in any point of 
8 conſi- 


= 2 
conſiderable moment diſſents from us: 
but we muſt not wonder, if the beſt 
Proviſions, which human wiſdom hath . 
been able to contrive, are ſometimes 
eluded by ſuch, whoſe aim it is, either 
to bring in an unbounded Licentiouſ- 
nels of Opinion; or ta reconcile their 
_ own Hereſies, 1 do not ſay, with the 
Doctrines, for which they ſeem not 
to be much concern'd, but with the 
Preferments of the Church. Twas 
a free Confeſſion of Hocinus, that he 
thought himſelf at liberty to deny out 
Bleſſed Lord's Hatisfaction; ſince that 
Expreſſion doth not occur in the Holy 
Scriptures: but that, if the very Word 
had been found there, he ſhould have 
contriv'd ſome way to evade it; be- 
cauſe the Doctrine ſeem'd to him in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon. The ſame, 
or, if poſſible, greater Liberty hath 
been, uſed in perverting the true ſenſe 
of the Liturgy and Articles of the 
Church: otherwiſe, how could it come 
to paſs, that profeſsd Ariaus ſhould 
T TC Wwe 
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ſubſcribe to the Miene and Athanaſran 
Creeds, and in the laſt of theſe to their 
own expreſs Condemnation; or that 
1 they, who, as well in their publick 
| Preaching and Writings, as in'their 
private Converſation, are known con- 
ſtantly to aſſert, that the Son and the 
Holy Spirit are neither the ſame in 
Subſtance with the Father, nor equal 
to him in Glory, Power, or any other 
Attribute, ſhould declare in the Words 
of the Communion Office, that in the 
ever Bleſſed Trinity there are three 
Perſons in one Subſtance ; for that which- 
| we believe of the Glory of the Father, 
j the ſame we believe of the Son, and of 
| the Holy Ghoſt, without any Difference 
or Inequality? To enumerate all the 
Shifts and Evaſions, which are uſed on 
this and the like Occaſions, would be 
next to impoſſible; theſe being varied 
for the ſake of every new Hereſy, and 
according to every Man's Fancy, or 
peculiar way of thinking: not to ſay, 
that, like other Works of Darkneſs, 
0 5 they 


7 


agreeable to the Holy Scriptyres: or, 
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they are for the moſt part carefully 


conceatd from publick Notice. But 


there is one, which, if applied in its 


full extent, may ſerve inſtead of all 


the reſt. It is this; that all Subſcrip- 
tions, and other Declarations of Aſ- 


ſent, are to be made with this tacit 
Reſervation; 12. /0 far, as they are 


which effectually anſwers the ſame pur- 


poſe, that they may be underſtood in 
any Seuſe agreeable to the Scriptures, 
even when this Senſe is notorionſſy re- 
pugnant both to the natural Signifi- 
cation of the Words, and to the ma- 
melt Intention: of thoſe wha impoſe 
them: Which is ſaid to be highly rea- 


-ſonable eſpecially among Proteſtants ; 


whoſe fundamental Princi ple this hath 
always been, that nothing ought to be 
receiv'd as an Article of Faith, which 
is not plainly proved by the Seri ptures. 


Now there might be ſome colour for 
this Practice, had our own, and other 
"RS Churches, declar'd their Al- 

C 2 lowance 


( 20) 
{owance of it: But this is not pretend- 
ed; and had any ſuch thing been de- 
ſigned, inſtead of long Confeſſions of 
Faith conſiſting of many Articles, 
| wherein, beſide! other Errors and He- 
reſies, thoſe of the Church of Rome 


are e xpreſlly condemn'd, it would have 
been 


ficient, in one Arial or Pro- 
poſition, ' to have aſſerted the Truth 


of the Holy Scriptures: this being the 
utmoſt, to which any Declaration of 
Aſſent, under the before mention'd 
Reſervation, doth amount: and, in 
this ſenſe, the moſt warm and rigid 
Advocates of Popery may ſafely ſub- 


ſcribe to all the Dictates of Luther, 


or Caluin. But, he that would be fa- 
tisfied; how far this Practice is agree- 
able to the Forms of Subſcription uſed 
amongſt us, may have recourſe to the 


Thirty Sixth Canon, where ſome of 


them are thus expreſſed: That the Book 
of Common Prayer containeth in it no- 
thing comrary to the I, ord of God: 
. And begin; That he alla . Bool 


of 
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ef Article. and acknowledgeth all, 
and every, the Articles therein con- 
tained, being in number Nine and 
Thirty, to be agreeable to the Word of 
God. To which things every Sub- 
ſeriber is oblig d, for the avoiding of 
Ambiguity, to declare his Aſſent in 
this manner: I do willingly, and ex 
animo, ſableribe to theſe Articles, and 
70 all things that are contajnd:in them. 
So that the Reſervation, - before ſpo- 
ken of, being here inſerted, the Sub 
ſcription muſt be thus underſtood: 1 
dh ꝛvillingly, and from my Heart, pro- 
feſs that the Bool of Common Prayer, 
ſo far as it 5s agreeable to God's Mord, 
containeth nothing in it contrary to the | 
Mord of God; and, in the next place, 
I acknowledge all, and every one of, 
the Thirty Nine Articles, ſo far as they 
are agreeable to the N ord of God, 10 2 
agreeable to the Mord of God. What 
thoughts muſt theſe Men have enter- 
tain'd of the Underſtanding, or Inte- 
bn of their Syperiors ; who perſuade 
themſelves, 


(22) 
Namiſetves, that they require, or al- 
tow them, in one of the moſt ſerious 
6 Affairs in the World, thus to trifle? 
" Neither is there any juſt cauſe, -why 
' ttme Benefit of this Evaſion ſhould not 
be made uſe of in Popiſh/Countries, 
28 well as Proteſtant: for, tho the pa- 
piſts believe Tradition to be a ſufficient 
Vivaad of Faith, yet they do not believe 
tharScripture and T radition contradict 
: each other; and their beſt Writers 
1 maintain, that all their Traditions are 
Wee in. the written Word of God; 
1 tho, perhaps, not ſo clearly and 
{ fally, as to be made Articles of Faith 
before the Deciſion of the Church. 
lere then is a Principle, which, had 
it been formerly well underſtood, 
might have ſaved the Lives of many 
thouſands of Proteſtants; who; by 
faying only within themſelves, that 
they intended nothing diſagreeable to 
the Scriptures, might ſafely have ſet 
their Hands to the Doctrine of Tran- 


e Purgatory, Invocation 
of | 


of Saints, and whatſoever elſe hath, 
been decreed, either by that of Jem, 
or any other Popiſh Council. Bur to 
advance a little farther: There being 
and P api s, and all the reſt of M 71 
kind, do more univerſally agree, than 
this, That nothing, repugnant to 
Truth, ought to be belieyed; which 
no Man in his right Senſes ever queſti- 
od; to make this reſervation, That 
we aſſent no farther than is agreeable 
to Truth, which ſome have done, as] | 
have been inform'd, will, in all rer 
ſpects be as conſiſtent both with Rea- 
aſſent no farther, than is agreeable 
to Scripture: Which being once al- 
lowed, what is there fo abſurd, or ſo 
ſcribe 2; In the Mahometan Countries 
we may receive the Alcoran; in thoſe. 
of ludia, the Doctrine of the Brahmans ; 


a — 


and profeſs all other Schemes of Supe 


— 


* 


ſtition or Idolatry, which are found in 


bug any 
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atiy part of the World. Neither muſt” 
we ſtop here; there being no juſt Rea- 
ſon, why the ſame Arts and Evaſions, 
which ate lawful in the moſt ſolemn 
Affirmations, ſhould not be permitted 


in Oaths alſo. He therefore, who re- 


nounceth upon Oath all foreign Juriſ- 


diction in Spiritual Affairs, muſt be 
allow'd a Reſervation for the Papal 


Authority, as far, as he thinks this 


to be agreeable to God's Word: He 
ky that ſweareth Allegiance to his 
prince, may do it with à Salvo to the 
Duty he owes to any other Pretender, 


whom he thinks to have a better 
Right: and, tho? this Right ſhould 


be expreſſſy abjured, yet among Chri- 
Thans, and thoſe Proteſtants roo, no 


Abjuration whatever muſt be farther 
extended, than is conſiſtent with the 
Holy ert ptures. Here then is an end 


of l ret Truſt and Confidence: 
'And 1 might now appeal to the Con- 


| Trience of every one who hears me, 


vhether there ever was a more daring 
and 


n 

and barefaced inſult, on the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſhall 1 ſay; or rather on 
the common Seuſe, and common 
Honeſty, of Mankind? But having 
laid cheſs things before you, I ſhall 
forbear all farther Exaggeration; not 
doubting of your hearty and zealous 
Concurrence with me to baniſh and 
dribe away all erroneous and ſtrange 


Doctrine, contrary. 10 God's Mord; as 


all of us, at our reſpective Ordina- 
tions, have ſolemnly vowed: to do. 


What farther Practices or Opini- 
ons may hereafter be introduced by 
. theſe Methods, cannot certainly be 


known: ſince "OO what hath been 


ſaid it appears, that there is no He- 


reſy whatſoever, which may not thus 
be reconcil'd, as well with the Sub- 
{criptions and Declarations | we have 


made, as with any others, which cau 


be deviſed. But I am in hopes that, 
in the opinion of every true Son of 


this Church, it will be a ſufficient 
6 Confuta- 


Ne 


r Fa 
or 


a great Eſteem of himſelf, than of 
the Humility: of a good Chriſtian ; 


(26) 


Confutation of all Innovations, which 


have been, or hereafter ſhall be, ad- 


vanc'd, to ſay with St. Paul, We have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches 


of God; or, in the Words of our 


Bleſſed Lord; From the Beginning it 
was not ſo. To become the Author of 


new Hypotheſes in Religion, or to 
call thoſe Doctrines into queſtion , 
which have always been firmly be- 
| lieved in the Church, even from the 
moſt early Ages to our Times, ſa- 
vours more of the Pride and Arro- 
gance of ſome vain- glorious Philo- 
ſopher, who by making ſtrange Diſ- 


coveries, and contradicting the reſt 


of the World, ſeeks to raiſe in others 


whole chief Glory conſiſts in the en» 


tire Reſignation of his Underſtand- 


ing, and the ſtedfaſt Belief of all the 
Truths, which God hath revealed to 


him, whether he doth, or doth not, 


clearly 


RM 
clearly comprehend them. I fpeak not 
of Improvements in the liberal Arts, 
| and Sciences; which had their rife 
from Study and Obſervation, and 
therefore muſt, be advanc'd, and per- 
ſected in the ſame Method; Whereas 
the Chriſtian Religion having been 
completely publiſh'd/to the World by 

our Bleſſed Lord, and his Apoſtles, no 

Addition can be made to it without a 
new Revelation. Here then is no room 

for Invention or Diſcovery: but, on 
the contrary, if any Doctrine be new; 
if it be not truly Primitive and Apo- 

ſtolical; we may, ſafely, without far- 
ther Examination, reject it as falſe 
and ſpurious, and no part of the Faith 
| once delivered to the Saints, Whence 
our beſt Writers, as well in their 
Controverſies with the Papiſts, as 
with other Sectaries and Hereticks, 
conſtantly appeal to the Fire age 
and Practioe of the Church in the 
next "Centuries after the Apoſtles; 
Lo. RE... 
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= _ in Wr other: Authors, 


(28) 


whickss as ſhe. had F Means 15 


laformarion, than can 1 pretended 


to in any ſucceeding Age, ſo cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppos d, either chrough 
Negligence, or Deſigu, and this, in 


all Parts of the W ae at once, to 
have di 
and other chief Members; were daily 
ſuffering Martyrdom in its defence. 
But few there are, or rather none at 
all, as far as I. have been able to ob- 
ſerve, ho refuſe to allow the 


b rav'd tit, whilſt het Paſtors, 


Teſti- 


mony of the primitive Writers its 


| due Weight and. Authority, ſuch on- Hy 
| ly excepted, as have not read them, 

or are afraid of their Evidence; and, 
therefore, in order to: divert us from 

thaotie Senfeiol, thin Holy Scriptures, 


in diſcovering which,;.thole Inter pre- 
ters have commonly the-beſt Succeſs, 
who moſt careful. compare them, 


with other Books ofthe fame or the 


next Ages, a8 the beſt Critieks al- 


£ 3 would | 


(9) 


We trictly- confine us to the mere 
Words, becauſe theſe alone, and un- 
ſupported, may, more eafily. be forc d 
| £9 countenance their Innovations. 
II. But, ſince tis in v vain to be- 
1 well. without living well, and 
the Pefects in our Practice Py as 
great and as many, to ſay no more, 
As. thoſe. in our Faith and Doctrine; 
J muſt not conclude: this Diſcourſe, 
wherein ſo much has been ſaid of the 
latter, without 1 due regard paid to 
the former. 
Some indeed Love deſcrib'd Thas- 
logy. as a Science rather ſpeculative 
| than practical, and delign'd, more for 
che information of our Underſtand 
ings, than for the Regulation of our 
. 1 0 and Behaviour: as, on the 
contrary, others ſeem to think, that 
provided our. Lives be agreeable to 
God's W 'ord, .. tis of no conſequence 
to our Salvation, what Notions we 
entertain once ffüng any Point, which 
28 relates 


r wi 4+ Aw oe 


4 
” - 


one fide, We are juſtified by Faith 


not, ſhallbe Am dt ſo, on the other, 
N Faith without - Works is dead; ind, 
Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee he 
Lord. There ſcems, indeed, to me, 
to be no Article of Chriſtian E Bocttine, 
which doth not ſome way or other 
rend to Practice: but however, the 


6363 


relates to Speculation or Belief. But, 
if we have recourſe to the Holy Seri⸗ 


ptures, our beſt and only ſafe Guide, 


we ſhall there find, thar, as on the 


and He that believerh and is ba pix 1 
all be ſad ; but he, that event 


time will ſhortly overtake all of us, 
wherein we ſhall experimentally find, 


how fruitleſs it will be to thoſe Men 
to have thought rightly of the Di- 
vine Nature, Perſons, and Attributes, 
with other Myſteries of Religion ; or 


to have comprehended the whole 


Scheme of moral Duties; and to 
have been able, in all Caſs and 'Oc> 
; currences, to determine exactly what 


was | 


ANT. 4 F 

was fit both for themſelves and others 
to do; who Held the Truth in Un- 
| righteouſneſs. Some, who bear no 
good will to our ſacred Function, 
have reproach'd us for ſhewing too 
much Zeal for the ſpeculative or do- 
&rinal, and too little or none at all 
for the practical Parts of Religion; 
for purſuing with great heat and vio- 
lence thoſe, who diflent from us in 
ſome Points of mere Opinion; whilſt 
we connive at the very worſt of 
Crimes in others, and even encou- 
rage them by our own bad Examples. 
Now ſhould theſe, or any other falſe 
Imputations, prevail with us to remit 
any part of that juſt Zeal and Con- 
cern for the great Truths of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which becomes 
che Stewards of the Myſtertes of Chriſt; 
this would be a manifeſt Breach of 
our Truſt, and our Enemies would 
boaſt of their Succeſs; but hence we 
may learn, what ſevere Cenſures 


K. 


| pony 


would fall upon us, ſhould it not ap- 


private Admonitions, and Som” the 
whole Courſe of our Behaviour, that 
our Zeal is uniform and impartial; | 
that we have the ſame Averſion and 
Hatred to all ſorts of Vice and Im- 
morality, which we juſtly expreſs a- 
gainſt Hereſies and Schiſms; and 
make it our ſincere and conſtant En- 
deavour, that in the great Day of Ac- 
counts, the People, whom God hath 
: committed to our charge, may be 
found, as well unblameable in their 


haps be needleſs to put you in mind, 
that many Eyes are upon us; that 
our Words and Actions are nar- 
rowly watch'd and obſerv'd; that our 
FPrailties and Imperfections are for the 
moſt part highly aggravated; and 
even our moſt innocent Behaviour of- 


( 32) 


pear from our publick Diſcourſes, our 


Lives, as orthodox in their Faith. 
Tas eff & ab Hole doceri. 


As to our own Lives, it will per- 


ten 


ten very much traduc'd and miſrepre- 
ſented; ſo that, in ordert to preſer ve 
in others ſuch an Opinion and Eſteem 
of us, as is neceſſary” to the ſucceſſ- 
ful diſcharge of out holy Oſßee; 
there is heed of great Prudeace and 
Citeumſpection, and we muſt ab; 
not ohly e all Eri; but frem 
the moſt 'remote'Hpprararice' offt. 
Lam afraid there are every where tos; 
many; who commit thany chings, 
which they would highly condemn 
in us; and ſeem to think ſeveral great 
Duties incumbent on us, from Which 
they are wont to excuſe thenifelves/ 
Which dangerous Miſtake might ea- 


> [Holy Scriptures; where they would 
ſoon find, that all of us, the People, 
as well as the Prieſts; are to be judgd 
© Duties, thoſe excepted which belong 1 
eo our Sacerdoral Office, are enjoin'd, 
and the ſame Sins forbidden to both; 


ſily be cotrected by looking into the 


and Virtues. But this way inform 
us, how 


poſſible it would proye for us 
in. others that unaffected and hearty 
| Zeal for true Ri A J 


2 thoſe; heavenly Dif 
| ſhould! we out ſelves be nddicted to 
ay ſort of Vice, or immersd iti 


worldly Cares aud Buſines; and be- 
haveour ſelves; not as & 


up Ne Reſt, and enjoy their full Por 
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48) a 
and that, in order to Salyatien; both 
are to be poſſeſs d of the ſame Graces 


gteat the Offence: would be, 
ſhould any remarkable Defect appear 
in gur Converſation; and, how im- 


encite 


ion and Virtue 
the World, and 


that Contempt 


poſitionds;, which 
are eſſential to the Chriſtian Life, 


traugers ani 
Pulgrims, but like thoſe. who:have wake 


tion in the preſent Lite. And we pl 
fanthet remember, that being [plac 
in our reſpective Cutes, as-the Guide 
of others, ve ought not to content 
our ſelves to live after the manner df 
common Chriſtians, but ſhould:'{trivg 


2 


(38) 

to excel in all ſorts of Virtue; that 
all the Prople whom divine Provi- 
dence hath committed to our charge, 


may in our Practice daily behold an 


exact Pattern of their own Duty; and 
chat the ſame thing, which St. Paul 
| ſpeaks: of himſelf, may, in ſome 
good degree and proportion, be ap- 
ld to every one of us; Be 9e Fol- 


This the | ſame Apoſtle requires of 
Timothy, whom 5% left at Fpheſas 
to govern the Church in his ab- 
ſenee; Be thou an Brample of the 
_ Believers, ſays he, in Word, in Ry 
verſatiun, in Charity, in Spirit, 
Faith, in Purity : 400 it is no Ae, 
than "what we undertook at out Ad: 
miſſion into holy Orders; when, in 
Ge? reſetice of God and Marty . 
nly vow'd; To be dlllgem to 

N and faſhion gur own ſelves, and 
our Families, according to the Doctrine 
* . and to. make both our ſelves 
"= and 


lowers: of me, at I alſo am of Cbriſt. 
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aud them, as Werl ü us lieh, 
volſome Hramplet and Panerns 0 

the, Flock of. Chriſt. THE: £7 
* have already too far e on 


your Patience; and, therefore, ſhall 
detain you no longer, than to put 
you in mind of one thing farther, 
which always highly becomes the 
Miniſters, of the Goſpel; and ſeems 
now after ſo many Rebellions, and ſo 
many Preparations for Rebellion, 
_ eſpecially, neceſſary; that you pro- 
mote, as far as in you lieth, in all 
thoſe who are under your Care, a Spi- 
rit of true Peace and Love towards 
one another, and of hearty Affection 
and Loyalty to that great and good 
5 Prince, —_ it bath pleas'd the Di- 
vine Providence to ſet over us. His 
Majeſty's Arms, thro! the Bleſſing of 
God, have often gonquer'd the Ene- 
mies of our happy Eſtabliſhrnene : 
but, tis ſtill left to your Perſuaſion 
and god Example, thro the ſame 
W * Bleſing 
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| Bleſing ro convere their Hearts; ine 
it ſeems very ſtrange and furpri- 


| fig, there ſhould be any difficulty 
in Rey with Men, where both 
Intereſt and Duty draw the fame 


Men complain of, as are moſt dif- 
contented and out of humour with 
the preſent State of Affairs; how 


” 


iaconſiderable would they be found, 


unavoidable Calamities, which a few 


bring upon us? We have the ſame 


ſame Civil Properties, and for 
both theſe the ſame (not to ſay 


we, with our Fathers, have long 


ſhould we, without the leaſt neceſ- 


deliver 


way, and no Temptation lies on 
che other fide.” For, were all the 
Grievances put together, which ſuch 


7 


when put in the balance with thoſe 
Days ſpent in Civil Wars would 
Religion (thanks be to God) the 


much greater) Security, for which 
been envied by other Nations: and 


ſity, and thro mere Wantonneſs, 


L theſe. one ms 
„ 4 far zg het ape 


b. h 87 Sizen the 
10 Af that, He: 1 any "Tor 
creation Lontinne ch em to us, 


Fg 15 79 and well known 
Maxin 6 F his Religion is. oblig'd 
tc do the contrary. this would be 
"ke! 1 an 4 oy as. bath no Ex- 
E in any former Age, and 
would ſcarce be credited by Poſte: 
"rity. 1 ſhall 1 jig up 8 


1 | whole Diſcourſe. in th e, ſhort, 
4 moſt wile. and . * 
1 0 King Solomon ; : My Son, fear 
1 thou the Lord, and the King, - „ dun 
| meddle not with , . them," that are 
| 8 given to change. vr their Calamity 
[| all riſe 17 and who knowerh 
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